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On behalf of the fantastic staff, students, and volunteers of
the Roger Lehecka Double Discovery Center at Columbia
University, | would like to extend my most heartfelt gratitude
for your support of our 60th Anniversary Gala.

For six decades, the DDC has been an unwavering supporter
of the youth residing near Columbia’s campuses, providing the
knowledge, awareness, support, and preparation to bridge the
gap left by their underperforming high schools. The DDC has
expanded the road to college for thousands of New York City’s
most vulnerable students, many of whom would have otherwise

had limited aspirations for higher education.

Because of the support you have provided, and we hope
will continue to provide, the DDC can remain steadfast in
its mission to prepare first-generation high school students
for success to, through, and beyond college. Your ongoing
support is crucial to our work, and we are deeply grateful for it.

Thank you for your invaluable contribution to securing the next
generation of the DDC. Your support is not just a donation, but
a vote of confidence in our mission and a commitment to the
future of the students we serve.

From all of us, thank you!

CQWM Wells

Executive Director
Double Discovery Center
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The Roger Lehecka Double Discovery Center and
Columbia College cordially welcome you, as we
celebrate a six decades of building a beloved
community and empowering New York City
students to make their dreams become reality.



HISTORY AND MISSION

Established in 1965, the Roger Lehecka Double
Discovery Center at Columbia University has
served as a beacon of hope for over
25,000 first-generation students from
low-income communities in New York
City. Our unique approach provides high
school students with programs that support
their academic enrichment, their overall health
and wellness, and, most importantly, their college
aspirations. We are one of only a few college
access and success programs in the country

that leverages the expertise of an lvy League
institution, while offering reciprocal benefits for
both the high school student and the Columbia
undergraduates who serve as mentors, tutors,
instructors, and wellness support.

Our “double discovery” frame has provided
decades of Columbia undergraduates with the
opportunity to change and be changed by the
high school students they partner with. From
the initial class in 1965 to the present day, our
goal remains unchanged: to empower Columbia
undergraduates to provide comprehensive
support and guidance that not only helps NYC
high school students succeed to, through, and
beyond college but also helps break the cycle of
intergenerational poverty, transforming lives and
communities.

JAMES P. SHENTON AWARD
FOR EXCELLENCE

The late James P. Shenton CC'49, GSAS'54 was a remarkable
Columbia history professor who helped guide the creation of
Project Double Discovery, later renamed the Double Discovery
Center (DDC).

This award, the highest honor bestowed by DDC, recognizes
the honorees’ outstanding accomplishments and contributions
to improving the education of New York City students.




Host For the Evening

Cathleen Trigg-Jones
Member, DDC Board of Friends

Welcome
Grissel Seijo CC'93, TC'99
Chair, DDC Board of Friends

Opening Remarks
Josef Sorett
Dean of Columbia College and
Vice President for Undergraduate Education

Claire Shipman
Acting President of Columbia University

Sasha Wells TC’'18

Executive Director, Double Discovery Center

Special Performance
Tom Kitt CC’'96, P: CC'28

Two-time Tony, two-time Emmy, two-time Grammy,
and Pulitzer Prize Award winner

Presentation of the James P. Shenton
Awards for Excellence

Presented by
Jamila Atif BD'25
Emmanuel Almonte DDC'26
Aminata Doumbia DDC'26

Closing Remarks
Roger Lehecka CC'67, GSAS'74



Cathleen Trigg-Jones
Member, DDC Board of Friends
Founder/Producer, Catscape Productions

Ms. Trigg-Jones is an Emmy Award-winning Journalist, Executive
Producer, Philanthropist, Media Coach, Author, and Actress.

For over two decades, Ms. Trigg-Jones has dedicated her time,
energy, and expertise to providing others with a platform to
share their stories across all aspects of television, marketing, and
advertising.

She is the Founder and CEO of iWoman, Inc., a groundbreaking
digital media company and certifitd MWBE dedicated to
amplifying women'’s voices and closing the gender gap in media.
Through its global streaming platform, iWomanTV, Ms. Trigg-
Jones partners with female content creators worldwide, offering
opportunities for women to tell their stories, gain visibility, and
build sustainable careers in entertainment.

Through her full-service, multi-media production and marketing
agency, iWoman Studios, Cathleen is focused on producing
content that is responsible, entertaining, and socially charged, with
the goal of changing the landscape of how women are portrayed in
the media—both in front of and behind the camera.

In 2018, she leveraged the nearly 20-years she spent as a media
and marketing strategist, and CMO of Lexington Plastic Surgeons—
helping lead the growth and success of a multi-million-dollar
medical practice—to found Trigg Global Media Group, a consulting
firm providing strategic marketing, PR, crisis management, and
business support to CEO’s, business and political leaders.

Ms. Trigg-Jones has won numerous awards for her professional
and philanthropic affiliations. She is an Emmy, Telly and Anthem
Award winner, has been recognized by Black Women in Media,
Black Women Empowered, BMW, which honored her with the
“Women of Excellence” Award and the CASA of Essex County
which awarded her the “Child’s Hero” Award.

Cathleen is a graduate of Delaware State University where she
received a bachelor of arts degree in Journalism and serves as
co-chair of the Foundation Board. Last year, she completed a
global fellowship in Christian leadership, and received an honorary
doctorate degree from Mainseed Christian University.




Grissel Seijo CC'93, TC'99

Chair, DDC Board of Friends

Associate General Counsel

Head of Labor & Employment, S&P Global

Ms. Seijo has over 25 years of experience in legal advocacy and
psychological counseling, spending the past 20 years as a global
labor and employment counsel.

As Associate General Counsel, Head of Labor & Employment,
Ms. Seijo dedicates her time to global-level strategizing on the
employee life cycle.

She is also a sought-after lecturer and writer, focusing on topics
such as executive leadership and coaching, mental health, and
corporate compliance.

A Puerto Rican born and raised in the South Bronx, Ms. Seijo is
the Chair of the Roger Lehecka Double Discovery Center, as well
as serving as the General Counsel to the Vision in Action Fund
of the Hispanic National Bar Association. She is a founding
board member of LAACU (Latino Alumni Association of Columbia
University) and a founding board member of the Lideres Board of
LatinoJustice, one of the oldest non-profit civil rights organizations
focusing on education, voting rights, and immigration issues for
Latinos.

Nothing could have prepared me for the impact DDC would
have on my life. When Gerry Sherwin suggested that | work
for DDC, he imprinted his love for this organization on my life.
DDC owns a piece of my soul.

Grissel Seijo, DDC Staff 1993-2000




Josef Sorett
Dean of Columbia College and
Vice President for Undergraduate Education

Josef Sorett serves as Dean of Columbia College, the Henry L. and
Lucy G. Moses Professor, and Vice President for Undergraduate
Education at Columbia University. Dean Sorett's central focus is to
ensure that students have the best possible experience inside and
outside the classroom. The dean stewards the College curriculum,
as well as the other academic, co-curricular, and programmatic
services that form the foundation of the student experience
at the College and across Columbia’s undergraduate schools.

Before his current roles, Dean Sorett chaired the Department
of Religion, directed the Center on African-American Religion,
Sexual Politics & Social Justice, and served as director of
undergraduate studies in the Departments of Religion and
African American and African Diaspora Studies. A recipient
of Columbia’s Lenfest Distinguished Faculty Award (2018)
and Presidential Award for Teaching Excellence (2022), he
has also sat on numerous departmental and University-
wide committees, councils and boards, including the Joint
Committee on Instruction, which oversees the College and
General Studies, the Faculty of Arts and Sciences Policy Planning
Committee, and the Inclusive Public Safety Advisory Committee.

As an interdisciplinary scholar of religion and race in the Americas,
Dean Sorett employs primarily historical and literary approaches to
the study of religion in Black communities and cultures in the United
States, straddling the disciplines of history, literature, religion, art,
and music. His first book, Spirit in the Dark: A Religious History
of Racial Aesthetics (Oxford, 2016), illuminates how religion has
figured in debates about Black art and culture across the 20th
century. His second book, an edited volume, The Sexual Politics
of Black Churches, was published in 2022 by Columbia University
Press. Dean Sorett's third book, Black is a Church: Christianity and
the Contours of African American Life (Oxford), was published in
2023. He is currently working on a fourth, There's a God on the
Mic: Hip Hop’s (Surprising) Religious History.

Dean Sorett's courses, including those in the Core Curriculum,
African-American Studies and gospel music, are immensely popular.
In his classrooms, students grapple with profound questions about
culture, identity and race. They are challenged to think freely and
critically about the people and ideas that have shaped our world.

Before joining Columbia’s faculty in 2009, Dean Sorett was
a fellow at the W.E.B. Du Bois Research Institute at
Harvard University, where he also completed his Ph.D.
in African American Studies. He earned a B.S. from Oral
Roberts University, an M.Div. in religion and literature from Boston
University, and a Ph.D. in African American studies from Harvard.




Sasha Wells TC'18

Executive Director, the Roger Lehecka Double
Discovery Center

Sasha Wells is the Executive Director of the Roger Lehecka Double
Discovery Center at Columbia University. Born in Puerto Rico and
raised in the South Bronx by an amazing single mom, Sasha has
dedicated over 20 years to the educational and nonprofit sectors,
with a focus on developing volunteer programs that emphasize
crafting meaningful opportunities for young people. She joined
Columbia University in 2011 and has served as Executive Director
of the Roger Lehecka Double Discovery Center (DDC) since 2022.

Before leading DDC, Sasha held senior roles in the Office of the
Dean at Columbia College, where she managed alumni leadership
boards, strategic initiatives, and served as Deputy Chief of Staff to
Dean James J. Valentini. In a full circle moment, she also served as
the planning lead for the DDC'’s 50th Anniversary Gala.

Before joining Columbia, Sasha worked with the American Red
Cross in Greater New York and the National MS Society, where she
designed youth development programs, led volunteerengagement
efforts, and secured funding for large-scale community initiatives.

Sasha earned her B.S. in Human Development from Cornell
University and an M.A. in Organizational Psychology from Columbia
University’s Teachers College. Known for her commitment to
excellence, humility, and humor, she is deeply respected for her
collaborative leadership and heart for young people. At home,
Sasha is a proud wife/mom/sister, a daughter to a two-time cancer
survivor, and a cat herder for three pampered Persian cats.




Tom Kitt CC'96, P: CC'28

Pulitzer Prize, Grammy, Tony, and
Emmy Award-winning composer, arranger,
orchestrator, and producer

Tom Kitt is a two-time Tony, two-time Emmy, two-time Grammy,
and Pulitzer Prize Award winner. As a musical theater composer, he
has written the music for six Broadway shows: Next to Normal (Tony
Award, Olivier Nomination), If/Then (Tony Nomination), Almost
Famous (Tony Nomination), Flying Over Sunset (Tony Nomination),
High Fidelity, and Bring it On, The Musical. His work for the stage
has also been seen Off Broadway at Second Stage (Next to Normal,
Superhero), The Public Theater (The Visitor, Shakespeare in the
Park) and he has worked at some of the most prestigious regional
theaters including The Old Globe, Arena Stage, Berkeley Rep, The
Signature Theater, and ART.

In addition, Tom's Broadway credits as an orchestrator, arranger,
and music supervisor include: Next to Normal (Tony Award), Hell's
Kitchen (Tony Nomination, Grammy Award), The SpongeBob
Musical (Tony Nomination), Jagged Little Pill (Tony Nomination,
Grammy Award), Almost Famous, Head Over Heels, Everyday
Rapture, American Idiot, and Redwood. Tom has also been active in
the world of film and TV. As one of the vocal arrangers working on
the Pitch Perfect films, Tom most notably helped create the classic
"Riff-off.”

Tom also served as music supervisor/arranger/orchestrator for
Grease Live, and contributed songs for Royal Pains, Penny Dreadful,
and Sesame Street. He also provided music supervision for the NBC
series, Rise and served as a Supervising Music Producer on the
Bobby Lopez/Kristen Anderson-Lopez/Steven Levenson/Thomas
Kail musical television series Up Here. And he is known for his three
original opening numbers for The Tony Awards, “This Party’s for
You" in 2024, written with Amanda Green for Ariana Debose, “Live”
in 2019, written with David Javerbaum for James Corden, and the
Emmy Award winning “Bigger” in 2013, written with Lin-Manuel
Miranda for Neil Patrick Harris. Tom is also proud that his musical
adaptation of Freaky Friday, co-written with Bridget Carpenter and
Brian Yorkey was turned into an original movie musical for Disney
Channel and will be making its UK debut in the fall of 2025. Tom is
a Sony Masterworks artist, with whom he recorded his debut album,
Reflect in 2021.




Denise De Las Nueces, MD MPH CC '03
Chief Medical Officer, Boston Health Care for the
Homeless Program

Denise De Las Nueces, MD, MPH, is a board-certified physician in
internal medicine and addiction medicine, with a focus on serving
historically disadvantaged populations. She received her Bachelor of
Arts from Columbia University and subsequently attended Harvard
Medical School before completing her training at the Brigham and
Women's Hospital Internal Medicine Residency Program. Dr. De Las
Nueces was awarded a Commonwealth Fund Fellowship in Minority
Health Policy and subsequently earned a Master of Public Health
degree in Health Policy from the Harvard School of Public Health,
following the completion of her residency training. She joined the
Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP) in 2012.

Dr. De Las Nueces has been recognized as one of Boston's Top 40
under 40 Leaders by the Boston Business Journal and has received
a 40 Under 40 Leaders in Health Award from the National Minority
Quality Forum. She served as the Medical Director of BHCHP for
seven years before assuming the role of Chief Medical Officer. After
a year-long stint as Interim CEO, she has returned to the CMO role
for the program. She holds an academic appointment as Assistant
Professor of Medicine at the Chobanian and Avedisian School of
Medicine at Boston University. She sits on the board of the Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts Foundation. Dr. De Las Nueces
also serves as a member of the Health Equity Compact, a group of
over 65 leaders of color from diverse Massachusetts organizations
and sectors, who aim to advance health equity in the state.

Dr. De Las Nueces was born and raised in Washington Heights, the
daughter of immigrants from the Dominican Republic. She credits
much of her personal and professional growth to the many mentors
she has had throughout her career as a life-long learner, including
Double Discovery Center mentors who provided invaluable
guidance during her high school years as a participant in DDC's
Talent Search program.




Duchesne Drew CC’'89

Senior Vice President, American Public Media Group
President, Minnesota Public Radio

Duchesne Drew is Senior Vice President at American Public Media
Group and President of Minnesota Public Radio. In this role, he leads
the teams that produce MPR News, The Current, APM Reports, and
YourClassical.

Before joining American Public Media Group, Duchesne led the
Bush Foundation’s leadership programs, community innovation,
and communication teams and built networks across the region as
its Community Network vice president.

Before his role at the Bush Foundation, Duchesne was managing
editor of operations at the Minnesota daily newspaper, the Star
Tribune, where he began as a summer intern and rose to one of
the most senior roles in the newsroom. In 2019, he was honored
with the Widening the Circle Award by ThreeSixty Journalism,
recognizing individuals who have contributed to the next
generation of journalists, particularly those who promote inclusion
and diversity. In 2021, he was inducted into the Hall of Achievement
at Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. Duchesne
was awarded the 2022 Spurgeon Award for outstanding community
leadership, and he was named to The Root 100 in 2022 and again
in 2024, an annual list of the most influential Black Americans in
the fields of arts, community, business, entertainment, media, and
politics. Duchesne serves on the Board of Directors for the McKnight
Foundation and is an alumnus and member of the Columbia
University Board of Trustees.




Khadijah Sharif-Drinkard CC'93, P: CC'25

Senior Vice President of Business Affairs, ABC News

Khadijah Sharif-Drinkard is a deal maker, change agent and
champion of truth. She has more than thirty years of experience
in the media and entertainment industry and serves as Senior Vice
President, Business Affairs for ABC News.

Prior to joining The Walt Disney Company, Khadijah served as
Senior Vice President, Business and Legal Affairs at ViacomCBS and
as Vice President, Senior Counsel, Nickelodeon, where she helped
launch such hits as Dora the Explorer, Diego and The Backyardigans.

Khadijah earned her Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from
Columbia University and her Juris Doctor from Fordham University
School of Law. She is a 2024 graduate of Harvard-CTAM (Harvard
Business School’s Executive Education Program for high performing
media, entertainment and tech executives), a graduate of Class XXl
of the Women in Cable Telecommunications’ (WICT) Betsy Magness
Leadership Institute (a premier leadership program for women in
the media industry), and a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. Khadijah has traveled and served on delegations
to South Africa (where she was the guest of Nelson and Winnie
Mandela), Rome, Russia, China and the United Kingdom.

She is a former Chairwoman of the Board of Directors for the Black
Entertainment & Sports Lawyers Association, Chair Emerita for
the Board of Columbia College Women, former Executive Board
member for Columbia College Alumni Association, and former
Board Chair for Horizons Newark, a program aimed at closing the
achievement and the opportunity gap for inner-city children.

Khadijah was named the National Bar Association’s Entertainment
Attorney of the Year (2024), received the Ruth Whitehead Whaley
Award from Fordham Law School, the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers
Association Medal of Honor, the inaugural Corporate Counsel of
the Year Award from the Muslim Bar Association of New York, the
National Association of Multi-Ethnicity in Communications (NAMIC)
Luminary Award for her business acumen and her commitment
to diversity, equity and inclusion, and a NAACP Image Award for é
her work on the children’s animated program “Kasha and the Zulu LN
King”.




JAMES P. SHHENTON
AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
RECIPIENT

Khadijah has been featured in The New York Times and is a contributing
author to the book Living Islam Out Loud: American Muslim Women Speak
(Beacon Press). Her book, Power Reimagined, will be released in 2026
(Harvard Business Review Press).

While a DDC student Khadijah sued the New York State Education
Department for its unequal scholarship distribution practices — and won.
She also served as Class Speaker for her DDC graduation and is the proud
recipient of the 1989 DDC Elizabeth Piper top scholarship. Although a proud
member of the TRIO Talent Search Program, she also spent much of her
time at the DDC with her fellow TRIO Upward Bound Program and Career
Beginning students.

Most of all, she is the proud mother of two amazing young women and has
been married to her husband for nearly three decades.




Roger Lehecka CC'67, GSAS'74

Partner, R&amp;R Education Consultants
Former Dean of Students, Columbia College

Born and raised in New York City, Mr. Lehecka attended public
schools before enrolling at Columbia College where he was elected
to Phi Beta Kappa and graduated with honors. He subsequently
earned graduate degrees from Harvard and Columbia.

As an undergraduate, Mr. Lehecka was a co-founder of Project
Double Discovery, now known as the Double Discovery Center,
which in 1965 was a pilot program for Upward Bound.

He spent 19 of the 33 years that he worked at Columbia as Dean of
Students of Columbia College (1979-98) and 30 years as an officer
of its Phi Beta Kappa chapter. He also spent 20 years as Columbia
University’s representative on the Ivy Policy Committee, including
six as its chair.

As Dean of Students, Mr. Lehecka made increasing the overall
College graduation rate and eliminating racial disparities in
graduation rates his first priorities; both those goals were achieved.
An early advocate for the admission of women to the College, he
played a role in its smooth transition to coeducation. He oversaw
the expansion of Columbia’s New York State Higher Education
Opportunity Program into a National Opportunity Program and
helped to begin and shape the program of resident professors
in several college residence halls. Integrating academic life and
residential life, and having his staff understand the primacy of
Columbia’s academic mission, were important priorities for him as
Dean of Students.

Although Mr. Lehecka retired as an administrator in December 2004,
he continues to serve Columbia, including more than 30 years on
the Board of Friends of the Double Discovery Center. Since 2007,
he has taught an undergraduate seminar at Columbia on Equity and
Access in American Higher Education. In February 2015, he received
the Heritage Award from Columbia’s Black Alumni Council. At a
time of great need, he returned as Interim Dean of Undergraduate
Student Life for the 2024-5 academic year.

As the principals in R&R Education Consultants, Mr. Lehecka
and his wife Ria M. Coyne have helped companies and
foundations develop and run college scholarship programs
for needy students. Their clients have included the Lenfest
Foundation, (rural Pennsylvania students), the Kovner Foundation
(Florida students), and the New York Times College Scholarship
Program, (New York City students). Their three daughters have all
been volunteers at DDC.
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DINNER SUPPORTERS

EDUCATOR

Columbia College
Saltzman Family
Grissel Seijo
Helen Stambler Neuberger
S&P Global
McKnight Foundation
Mozelle Thompson
In Honor of Helen Lowensteinl

MENTOR

Lisa Carnoy
Duchesne Drew
Natalie Edwards

Cristina Gil

GrantedUSA

Eldridge Gray
Jonathan Schiller
Maria Ramirez Jurgens
Brian Krisberg
Roger Lehecka
Kaivan Shakib
Seijo Family In Honor of
Gerry Sherwin

YOUNG ALUMNI
TABLE SPONSORS

James T. McMenamin
Columbia University Office of Public Affairs
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

DONORS

Alejandra Almonte Paul Radvany

Joseph Albeck Michael Starr
Allyson Baker Cynthia Stenson
Cliff Barnes Stephanie Troeller

Khadijah Sharif-Drinkard
Steve Weinberg
Eric A. Wells
Maurice Williams
Denise De Las Nueces
Connie Elsberg
David Godfried
Elliot Gross
Yvonne Hart
John Fogarty
Lynne Foote
Kevin Matthews
Christian Rivera

Lisette Camillo
Yasmine Dahlberg
Tony Delbridge
Abigail Elbaum
Susan Feagin
Daniel Friedlander, MD
Cornelia Gallo
Kristi Kennedy
Mark Kerman
Peter Lanni
Robert Lichterman
Margaret Lukoff
Littler Mendelson
Foundation

FRIENDS

Ebonette Bates
Elliot Gross
Cindy Kong
Camille Hall

International Leadership Charter High School
Gelvina Stevenson
Joseph Ayala
Alejandro Marx
Premila Reddy
Nilda Soto
Nikki Youngblood-Giles

SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Columbia Athletics
Columbia College Development and
Alumni Relations
Columbia College Center for the Core
Columbia University Astronomy Department
Columbia University Libraries
Columbia University President’s Office
Jill Cruz
Eric Foner
Roger Lehecka & Ria Coyne
Grissel Seijo
Varsity Show
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DDC BOARD OF FRIENDS

Grissel Seijo CC'93, TC'99, Chair
Sasha Wells TC'18, Executive Director

Alejandra Montenegro Almonte CC'98
Prisca Bae CC'00
Lisette Camilo CC'98
Constantine S. Dimas CC'96, P:CC'28
Claudia DeSimio CC'99
Natalie Edwards CC'98, LW'01
Cristina Cue Gil CC'99
Nikki Youngblood Giles
Eldridge Gray CC'84
Maria Ramirez Jurgens CC'92
Kristi Kennedy CC'91, LW'94, P.CC'24, CC'25
Roger Lehecka CC'67, GF'74, P:CC'13, IA'14, CC'20
Margaret Donghyang Lukoff, MD
Antoine Mitchell CC'93
Helen L. Stambler Neuberger BC'66
Rene Plessner CC'60
Mozelle W. Thompson CC'76, IA'79
Cathleen Trigg-Jones
Marysol Sanchez Velamoor CC'99, IA01, LW'05

GALA PLANNING COMMITTEE

Cristina Cue Gil, Co-Chair
Maria Ramirez Jurgens, Co-Chair

Margaret Donghyang Lukoff, MD
Antoine Mitchell
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